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7E=Xf& T is the neceflity of the caſe hereafter de- 
| SS clared, hath put me upon giving this Ge- 
243 neral accompt, of the Fruits of many years 

AE! labours paſt ; and though the undertaking 
tx&j may ſeem too much to be mentioned be- 
*—— fore performance, yet as there is nothing 

here pretended, but what upon tryal will prove true, 
ſo ifit could have been avoided, not any thing at all had 
been ſaid ofthis matter, before the evidence on which 
it depends had made it to appear. But that (the caſe 
conſidered )being not mm Gn the Sequel will ſhew) 
judging my longer ſilence mr this thing not excuſable, 
Imutt fbmit to the hazzard ofthe'Readers cenſure, and 
proceed. | wa FEA gigs 
Having conſidered then the nature of Credit groun- 
ded on For ſecurity, and how improvable it 1s by 


ment ; and'this with faithfulneſs, repreſenting things no 
atherwiſe than they are; T ſhall endeavour accordingly. 
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mazvagement, I am firſt to declare ſomthing in ge- ' 
nerat of what Tfind touching the effects of that Improve-' 


" T find then that by Authority, Credit (though with- 
out enforcing any to take it,) 1s capable of being made 
more currant than the beſt money, 1o as money ſhall be 
conſtantly expoſed to exchange foy it; puach fafter than 
accepted. | oo 

That of Credit thus currant and grounded on ſiiffcient 
Security, we may have enough to do what with never 
ſo much money were poſhble and fit, and for it. may 
have Gold and Silver it ſelf at command, at any time 
more than we would defire. | 

That this is the ſame with money enough lent a' Na- 
tion without Iptereſt, and forever, or rather given them 
upon condition it ſhall not be employed to the maintai- 
ning of Idleneſs, or any hoſtility injurious to Prince or 
People, I find it is much better for acquiring all the good 
effects of money, though never {qmuch, given without 
any condition at all; whether for adding to the Reve- 
nues of the Crown, mantaining  ( not-ſparingly) the 
poor and publick Charges; profitably umploying all 
that want imployment, according to theirþelt capacity 
Stocking and proplingot Foreign, Plantations, or gur 
own Countrey with the Fiſhery to the full ;, uttering 2ll 
aſeful Commodities as faſt as needs, preventing all ca- 
ſual Truſt and running in Debt; acquiring ſpeedily (to 
ſhare between King and Subjects) Riches to ſuperflyj- 
ty 3, recovering the-Market abroad, with Shipping, Sea-- 
men and . people:upon the Coaſt, .from the Dxtch and 
others 3 and many more the like, which to enumerate 
would ſeem but yanity. 0 ES *% 

F confeſs it can no where cfteCtually be praCtiſed with- 
out Authority; that it is nat practicable in England alone, 
but inother places; nor anywhere withoyr preſerving the 
welfare of the- people as well as the: Governmentz. On, 
whoſe behalf it not only prevents poverty, Debts, and, 
Imprifonments, but ſecures their libarry 1g things Civil 
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and Religions; for the trarh is, the Credit thus grounded / 


on Security, will not continuefo well currant , withour 
'e maintaining the Peace, Freedome and welfare of Trade, 
n and therefore alſo ofthe Tradersand other SubjeRs. 

And beſides, as it enables Princes to myintain men e- 

It nough civilly nnployed,” more than they yet have, fo 
7 it puts them for increaſe of people, upon a ſtrife, who 
y ſhall give the beſt Terms, to old or new come Subjects. 
Y: Yet on the other fide, in behalfot the Government, it 

makes Rebellion impracticable, tends, and enables to | 
hs people a Countrey 1n every part, to multiply Seamen , [ 
n and Inhabitants on the Coaſt , ro amplifte the Domini- l 
[- onand greatneſs of the Throne, with its Riches in abun- | 
N dance, to Fortifie, as mach as money cando, every part | 
d of a Nation againſt hoſtileInjuries, and prevents totally 
t the leaſt Danger to the Government, by the peoples 
- proſperity. | 


It 15 true, that Prince who 18firſt in the practice of it, 
ſhall not only eſtabliſh his Government at home, but be- 
come much more rich, powerful and over awing,with rc- 
ſpe& to others about him. And if his Countrey be ca- 
| pable of auniverſal Trade, as England, this Advantage 
of being firſt in 1t 1s incomparably the greateſt 3 one main 
uſe of it conſiſting, as is ſaid, in ſo fuddain an ingroffing 
of the Market and Sea from all other Nations to it ſelf, as 
it ſeems not poſſible to be afterwards recovered from 
him again; by the ſame or any other means; to, which 
it hath a moſt powerful tendency : Afﬀording alſo main- 
tainance enough for a great Navy , to guard the Trade 
. and Market thus acquired. 

. Soasindeed this Deſign being underſtood,it prevails u- 
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myerſally for its practice,by putting the Princes and Pow- 
\ ers of Nations upon an earneſt endeavour to be firſt in the 
l attempt, leſt others having the ſame capacity ſhould do 
1 the ſame and prevent them ; and operates in like man- 
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ner as Bags of money thrown among a poopie in abun- 
dance, where thoſe that make not haſte to gather up 
with the firſt, ſhall not only beleſs rich, but leis power- 
ful, and more under the Awe, Command, and Govern- 
ment of the reſt. 

So as in Sum, it amounts to a kind of Art, which were 
it made known to the World, would cauſe the Princes 
of the Earth to ſtrive who ſhall be firſt in doing that which 
will unavoidably redeem mankind from Sorrow and 
miſery ; yet ſoas the Doers ſhall have no cauſe at all to 
wiſh it otherwiſe, but exceedingly the contrary:and (o as 
toreward thoſe moſt that are Scodieſ in it. 

Theſe things may ſeem ſtrange, but TI hope in the end 
it will appear, that I have advanced no further in any 
of them, than truth and full conviction hath gone before 
me. However, I aftirmno Miracles; for though ſaying 
15not proving, yet nothing incredible is aflerted 3. that 
money (more than enough ) would do great things, isno 
wonder; that Credit (more currant than money )ſhould 
do the ſame, is not very improbable; that every neigh- 
bourhood for themſelves, may have Tokens of Credit, 
currant enough, as well as every Chandler his farthings , 
15 not ſo ſtrange ; that of theſe there may be enough to 
do whatſoever, withnever ſo much money, were poſhble 
and fit to be done, 1s not incredible. And that the Cre- 
dit of whole Socicties ſhould beſo currant , as to com- 
mand money faſter than needs,. isſo far from being im- 
poſſible; as it is matter of Fatt already praiſed, though 
not in that way indeed as it is capable of being belt 
improved. 

Twenty: years at Seaſons the ſtudy. of theſe things 
hath been ripening in me; and what wonder if a man 
of mean partsand {low capacity, in ſo long a time, come 
to. ſee ſomething init more than others, and w hich they 
cannot in a momen pierce through and through _ 

there 


thereisin Credit acapacity of being much im 


.yond what yet it is, isthat which moſt who know any 


thing at all of it, do agree in; and what marvel if one 
that hath taken it ſo much to task, hath found ſome- 
thing of it. 

I know men are apt to be fond of what is their own, 
but it is not upon my own ſingle Judgment neither that 
I aſſert theſe things, being ſuch as for the moſt part have 
been privately diſcourſed for ſome years paſt , with 
friends, ſuch as being men of parts and capacity I thought 
I could truſt, to whom (not a few) they have ſeemed 
very credible, and to the moſt of them, by their own 
confeſſion. demonſtrable. 

The Difficulty in bringing theſe things to effect, lies 
not in the practice, if eſtabliſhed by Authority, nor in 
their want of prevalency enough with Authority for 
that eſtabliſhment, it throughly underſtood by them ; 
but merely in the making of them to be ſo underſtood. 

Loth I am that this diſcovery ſhould be made known 
at once to the world in genera], and not firſt here at 
home if it may be. But hereis the difficulty. 

For ſuppoſing the King and Parliament had as much 
money given them as they would defire, it would be 


found for divers reaſons to require ſome time and trouble 


to underſtand how it might be put into ſafe hands, and 
how beſt diſpoſed of ; And though I know, as to what is 
propoſed, the trouble, whether as to underſtanding or 
practice, is no more atall, than ſuch a ſettlement requires 
if it were money it ſelf; and the advantage noleſs ; and 
that could the money it ſelf be produced to ſight, it 
would be thought to merit treble the pains of that con- 
fideration ſuch a ſettlement requires; yet ſuch ocular 
demonſtration wanting, there is no reaſon to expe, that 
thoſe in places of chiefeſt Government, ſhould preſently 
believe ſuch a thing, ſo far as to afford time enough 
from 
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from their weighty affairs, to examine the truth of it, 

For though theſe thingsare capable ofas clear anevi. 
dence as any thing Mathematical, 'yet the concluſion js 
very remote, and requires a long Tract of cloſe reaſoning, 
like that necetlary to a Science, which to teach by word 
of mouth (eſpecially where there is no Book of that 
Art in being,) requires to the apprehending ot it much 
ſolitude, time, and patience 3 Now to expect this of 
Princes and Statesmen, before they can ſce any reaſon 
for it, werea high preſumption; and to hope atter this 
manner, to communicate it to ſo great a number of them, 
as whoſe conſent may be neceſſary to the making of a 
Law ; ridiculous, and a Task impoffible for many Aſſi- 
{tants, and much more for one fingle man to accompliſh, 
though he could afford to beſtow his whole lite time on 
nothing elſe. 

And for offering nothing but the bare Boncs as it were 
of Laws neceſlary to the propoled ends ; this I have 
thought of; but to do this, without ſhewing the utmolt 
bounds of what will follow upon ſuch laws, would I car. 
among thoſe that have not time to wadeinto it, beget 
prejudice, but no acceptance. And though if a Trea- 
ſure inexhauſtible were at command, we could not ex- 
pet the fruit of it withouta ſtrange change of affairs, 
and new Scene of things, (though all for the better, ) 
nor would refuſe it merely for the novelty of thoſe 
good effefts, which ſo important a thing muſt needs be 
attended with 3 yet to propoſe barely the laws for ſuch a 
great Change, whilſt the Legiſlators themſelves are not 
fully ſatisfied of what they may extend unto, nor with- 
out a Book to diſcover the whole, cannot ſpare time e- 
nough to inquire into itz what reaſonable man in this caſe 
can expect their approbation ? 

Now as to the preparing ſuch a Book, that alſo is ob- 


{tracted, for the matter, being a kind of Sctence , which 
compre- 


romprehends ſo many neceſlary parts, that muſt be han dÞ.-<vP 


led, as is faid, ina cloſe way of reaſoning, requires that 
time, labour, manual affiſtance, ſolitude, and ſeque- 
ſtration from all other buſineſs, as truly at my own charge 
[ am notin any capacity to afford. Not but that with 
time and labour enough, the whole diſcourſe might be 
brought into a*!ittle room 3 but then it is more ealte to 
write ten Books of equal bigneſs, ina looſe and ordinary 
Style, than one in the other. 

The Premiſes confidered, fome unwilling that a work 
of this nature; ſhould dic with my ſelf, {being now in 
years,) and not be preſerved to poſterity, adviſed me 
thus to declare and leave it to others to conſider of zwhich 
though I was loath to do, yet rather than be guilty of 
neglecting anything that might ſeem tolie on me as duty 
n this affair, [ have yielded to it. 

Now how far theſe Advertiſements will be thought 
with moſt men to deſerve regard or encouragement 
(though I have cauſe to hope they may with ſome) 1s 
not ſo. much my Concern ; þutleaving nothing undone 
that to me 1s poſſible in this thing, be the Iſſue what it 
pleaſes God, the fault ſhall no more be mine. 

It was to this end I ſay, and not to oftentate, that 
| wasforced to ſay ſomething in this behalf, which how- 
ever it may ſeem too much, I think I havenot made the 
moſt of it. Iknow in ſome things one may forfeit repu- 
tation , by ſaying no more than truth 3 nor is it that I 
have nolenſe at all of what it is to be expoſed to Con- 
_ but he is no honeſt man that will not ſacrifice, 
credit and life too, where he is convinced the 
—_ of his King, Countrey, and Poſterity is concer- 
ned, 

However, as I ſaid before, Iafhrm no Miracles, nor is 
it civil to judga matter before heard, eſpecially when 
nothing but whatis poſhble enough, is conſtantly and 

ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly affirmed, by one known I hope not to bedif. 
honeſt or unſober. = bh 

If Tſhould be miſtaken in ſome Criticiſms, (which I 
hopeI am not,)yet how unhappy 1; ifafter ſo many years 
pains in a Subje&t ſo improveable, there ſhould be-no- 
thing worth gathering up. 

If incouraged to proceed, I intend to apply my ſelf to 
the Compiling of a Book of this Subje& , which finiſhed 
(God ſparing life and opportunity) T ſhall attempt the 
promoting of it by all other means that lies within my 
power with ſuch Aſſiſtants asI can procure, if need be. 
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